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\HE Surpriſe you 1 to me in your 
6. laſt, to have receiv*d on the Report of 
Mr. P. giving his Opinion for a Sep- 


MW: Parliament, is no more than what was. 


the Caſe with Numbers, who are much nearer 
the Scene of publick Action than you; theVul- 
gar who are hurried away by wild Imaginations, 
to encreaſe the firſt Tale they hear, ran buzning 
about that he had agreed to connive at the Cor- 
ruptor, and ſome of them poſitively averr*d on 
their own Knowledge, that he was, as they 
phraſe it, brought over: At this the moſt ſan- 
guine of us began to droop, and there were not 


wanting thoſe who did not ſcruple to ſay, that 


the Oppoſitson was all Illuſion, and after this 
they wou'd recant the Opinion that there was a- 
ny ſuch Thing as an honeſt Man. 

If thoſe who are upon the Spot are alarm- d 
at the Behaviour of this Gentleman in the late 
Debate, and are yet diffident what Conjectures 

to make of his future Conduct, or whether they 

are to foregoe all Hopes in him, and truſt in 
others who have never yet appear'd fo remark- 
ably ſtrenuous in the generous Cauſe, If ſome 
in Town are thus embaraſſed and fluctuating 
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5 (4) 
between Expectation and · Deſpair; well may 
you at the D-itance of your Situation be much 


more in doubt, where every. minute Circum- 
ſtance can't fo readily be related, and where 


every 5 þ muſt be heighten'd by the Num- 
ber of Mouths it muſt neceſſarily paſs though 
before it reach you. For we well know, that 
the World is fond of any Tale that fecds its 
Appetite of Scandal, ſince Selt-conceit, ſo na- 
tural to all, ſeems in ſome Sort to make every 
one that cenſures another his Superior And I 
muſt inform you, Sir, that the late Cormorant 
of the T y hath his Agents and: Whiſperers 
up and down, who are employed to ſpread and 
propagate Diſtruſts of thoſe Gentlemen who 
have hitherco ſo ſtcadily adher*d to the true 
Intereſt of their Country; they ſculk about from 
Coffce-houſe ro Coffce-houſe, and mix in all 
Pa ties of Converſation that are ſimple enough 
to admir them, dropping ſuſpicious Sentences, 
and if that won't do, uttering downright Falſe- 
hoods to prepoſſeſs the credulous Multitude with 
miſtruſt of their beſt Friends; Calmneſs, Mo- 
deration, and cool Proceeding, in our Patriots, 
is by them branded with the odious Appellations 
of Inactivity, or what is worſe, Partality'to the 
Author ef our Wrongsz no Wonder then, that 
a Proceeding, ſeemingly contrary to the Incli- 
nations of the People, ſhould be the ſtanding 
Butt of their ſarcaſtic Raillery; or what it ſhould 
be heightened into much more than it really 
= "mY 


| In all the Addreſſes of the Contticiienta to 


their Members, the Repeal of the Septennial 


Act hath been one of the conſtant Topics, they 
ſeem to make it one of the fundamental Con- 
ditions of our future Liberty, no doubt but =y 

le | think 


6380 
think ſo; but if any Gentleman i in the Houſe, 
after well weighing, and maturely conſidering 
the Nature and Conſequence thereof ſhould 
think that the ſame at this preſent: Conjecture 
may be prejudicial to the great Deſign now car- | 

ing on in particular, if not dangerous to the 
Gonflicaion in general Is he to blame for gi» 
ving his Reaſons for ſuch an Opinion? Is it not 
his Day both to his King and Country, 4 
Intereſt of which are and ought always to 
inſeparable? Is he to be branded with the 
Name of Recreant, and be deem'd falſe to 
the. generous Principles he hath all along ſo 
warmly urged in the true Intereſt of his Coun- 
try, becauſe upon a better Knowledge of the 
State and Conſtitution than moſt, he happens 
to differ from a common receiv'd Error? Is 
then the glorious Name of Patriotiſm, the moſt- 
noble Paſſion that glows in the Heart of Man, 
nothing but a . to veer with every 
Blaſt of vulgar Breath ? How often are the Peo- 
ple miſtaken ? And do they not ſometimes re- 
vile the ſteadieſt Aſſortors of their Liberties for 
differing from their Fancies, tho' they judge 
better for them than they themſelves are able to 
do. Was not this the Caſe, a few Seſſions of 
Parliament ago, when a Member of this Me- 
_ tropolis, whom no one will diſpute to be a ſtea- 
dy and unbiaſſed Patriot, formed a Scheme to 
Pay the National Debt, and reduce the legal In- 
tereſt to Three per Cent. which in the Opinion 
of all thinking Men would have effectually on- 
ſwer?d the Purpoſe deſign'd; yet fo high was 
the Noiſe of popular Tumult againſt it, that 
this very worthy Gentleman lay under the Im- 
putation of veering to the Side of the Corrup- 
a and ie the Tool and Dupe of a 

F Miniſter; 
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Miniſter ; ; ſach too is the Caſe with Mr. P. To 
oppoſe the Repeal of the Septennial Act was a 
Stumbling-Block to the Multitude, who had 
ſet their Hearts upon a Triennial Parliament, 
tho? I hope the Reaſons alledged will convince 
you, that at preſent ſuch a Repeal would be not 
only imprudent, but unſafe and dangerous; and 
that this Gentleman ſhew'd himſelf a much bet- 
[ ter Patriot by being againſt it than he wou'd 
„ have done by blindly giving it. 
= -- I know, Sir, you were one of his Electors, | 
when he repreſented H don, that you always : 
b eoaſtantly adhered to him, notwithſtanding Mi- 
1 niſterial Influence found Means to creep in and 
f ſubvert his Intereſt amongſt ſome of ye. The 
it R-<queſt therefore you make of being informed 
||| of his late Conduct, and the Meaſures he hath 
it! purſued ſince the Change of the Miniſtry, is a 
i very juſt one, and ſhall be readily complied 
ut , with; nor am I more induced to this out of a 
. Regard to the Principles this Gentleman hath 
always profeſſed, than by the Reaſon you your- 
it : ſelf aſſign for making this Requeſt, which tho? 
1 Pretty blunt, I think is a neceſſary Queſtion to 


| 
It be aſked by every Elector at this Conjurcture, 
| that is, Whether you have for a Series of Tyme 


given your Voice for a Repreſentative who, as 
you conceived was a firm and unbiaſed Patriot ? 
or whether deceived by ſpecious Appearances, 
you have elected a Man, who for fifteen Years 
was only playing a Farce of diſguis'd Hypocrt- 
ſy, and at laſt avowing himſelf a rank Diſſem- 
bler? Nor is your Alluſion ro that excellent 
Piece of Mr. Addiſon's, the Tragedy of Cato, 
at all diſagreeable or improper, when you aſk 
me, whether in this Gentleman you are to look 
for the Character of Cato or Sempronius « ? 


Whe- 


(7) 15 
Whether with Sempronius he ſhou'd ſay, 


Let me alone, PII conceal f 
My Thoughts in Paſſon (lis the ſureſt Vay;) 
Tl bellow out for Rome, and for my Country, 
And mouth at Cæſar *till I ſhake the Senate. 

| Your cold Hypocrify's a ſtale Device, | 
A worn-out Trick: Wouldſt thou be tho't inEarneſt? 


Clothe thy feignd Zeal in Rage, in Fire, in Fury! 


Or with Cato, at that Time, the ſole Strug- 


gler againſt that Oppreſſion, which was pouring 


in upon the Romans, on all Sides: 


| Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 


The gen'rous Plan of Power deliver d down, | 
From Age to Age, by your renown*d Forefathers, 
(So dearly bought the Price of ſo much Blood) 

O let it never periſh in your Hands 

But piouſiy tranſmit it to your Children. 


As to your laſt Queſtion, which is moſt ma- 
terial, ſeems to be the Occaſion of all the reſt ; 
I muſt anſwer you in the Affirmative, that Mr. P. 
was againſt the Repeal of the Septennial AF, that 
at firſt indeed it aſtoniſh*d many Perſons, as I be- 
fore obſerv*d, and amongſt others yourſelf ; but 
I hope to remove your Prejudices by the Sequel, 
wherein I ſhall particularly review and confider 
his Behaviour upon the Change of the Miniſtry 
that it was entirely agreeable to the Tenets he 
had always declar'd, that all Things conſider'd 


his voting againſt theRepeal was of a Piece with 
the reſt, and uniform to his former Conduct, 


which was not to run a Tilt at all Goyernment, 
but to eſtabliſh it upon a firm Baſis and the Prin- 
ciples of the Revolution, and I hope after hear- 


* ing 


is- 


. 


(8) 
3 Wl ing the Reafons I ſhall alledge, you will impar- 


tially weigh and conſider the ſame; when, I am 
L | ſure, you and all unp:ejudic'd People. muſt allow 
; | | 5 that he has done his Duty hitherto both to his 
8 | King and Country; and not by ill tim*d Taunts 
and cauſeleſs Reflections drive him from your 


8 


„ Service, as others have done at a Criſis when 

EY their Preſence and Aſſiſtance is moſt wanted 
N ' 8 and requir'd. 9 
8 . To diicuſs this Matter as we hhou'd do, 3 1 
Hh will be p.oper to go back a little, and take a 
[| 5 ſhort View of the remaining Spirit of Party in 


| this Nation; a Spirit highly injurious to us, and 
" which now it ſeems by the good Offices of our 
li Friend to be almoſt lay'd, our late Political! 
[| Conjurer is endeavouring to riſe up againſt s 
4 again in it's moſt horrid Forms and dreadful 
I Shapes ; this Gentleman whoſe Wand hath long 
| confin*d the National Devil to his own Circle, till 
| he thought proper to ſend him abroad to plague 
1 the reſt of his Fellow Subjects; that is, he, who 
|| as other Magicians circumſeribe their Familiars 
1 within the Pale of their own drawing, hath re- 
| volved all the Money of England into ode Round 
(and that Nine, © Wie TEM” ng od WAIT abE- 
ute) *cill he hath ſent it forth in the Shape of 
Pride to madden all the Land, finding his 
Arts of Corruption fail him, hath Re ſour ce to an 
Aftergame, and thoſe whom he can't win with 
deceitful Promiſes, he alarms with falſe Fears 
and needleſs Diſcontents; drove from his ſtrong 
Holds he ſtrives to defend himſelf beneath the 
weak Entrenchments of a deſerted Party; he re- 
1 vives the almoſt Joke of Whig and Tory, and 
M | thinks that thoſe Principles which rais'd him to 
©. | | a Pitch of Grandeur, few Subjects have poſſeſs'd, 
Thall defend him from a Fall, or prevent an injur'd 
People's 
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| People? 8 Fnquiry into a long Series of Miſma- 
nagement; he ranks all Degrees of what Prin- 
ciples ſoever they are in Relation to Government 
under the two before mention*d diftin Head of 
Whig and Tory. © I am a Whig, ſays. he, 
their Principles at firſt ſetting out were Li- 
e berty,” and a firm Attachment to the preſent 
* happy Eſtabliſhment. Upon this Baſis J roſe, 
and notwithſtanding what Blunders I may 
have committed, what Depredations T have 
have connived at, or what publick Plunder 1 
„ may have ſhar'd in; yet ſtill I am a Whig, 
and whoever offers to call me to an Account 
<« for my Miſmanagement is a Tory, and an 
Enemy to Monarchy ; theſe are the plain 
« Engliſh of his fallacious Arguments, and let 
the World judge whether the moſt abandonꝰd 
1 Hireling or Robber of his Coufttry could pro- 
* duce worſe? 
On the other Hand, let us ſuppoſe that the 
Geatleman whoſe Conduct we have now under 
Conſideration, ſhou'd reply; © Sir, It is true 
«© we came into the Adminiſtration of publick 
Affairs together, the Spirit of Party then run 
very high, thoſe call'd Tories ſeem'd to me 
eto level their Aim at abſolute Monarchy and 
extending the Prerogative of the Crown be- 
„ yond it's due Proportion, the People were to 
de ſwallow'd up in the Gulph of regal Autho- 
rity and our whole Conſtitution ſubverted; 
e the Whigs ſeem'd to oppoſe this, their Prin- 
* ciples ſeem'd founded on Liberty, and as ſuch 
& Tembrac'd them, if you afterwards deviated 
from them, and under the ſpecious Pretence 
of herding with us, to gratify your inſatiable 
Ambition purſued thoſe very Meaſures we 
** oppoled, tho? you account yourſelf ſtill a 
B «+ Whig, 
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| Ps Wa - 
„ Whig, it was not we that chang'd but you: 
our Deſigns were ſtill the ſame, which when 
** we found you undermine we were the firſt and 
<< moſt ſtrenuous, and I hope ſhall continue to 
be the laſt to * ya.” 10 
C 


This light Sketch of the two Gentlemen may 
ſerve to account in ſome. Meaſure for the parti- 
cular. Enmity which hath been too conſpicuous 
for ſome Years paſt between two Men, who be- 


fore liv'd not only in good Harmony, but in 


more than common Amity with each other; 
the One made his Party a Stalking Horſe to 
raiſe himſelf to the higheſt Pitch of Power a 
Subject could attain to, as the other declined 
that Party and voluntarily ſacrificed his Title, 
"ower and Favour to oppoſe thoſe dangerous 
Prineiples his Companion embrac'd, and which 


if purſued much longer muſt have ended in the 


total Subverſion of our Liberty, Rights and Pri- 
vileges: Hence then grew the Animorſity be- 
tween theſe two U e Perſons, both which 
at different Times had acquired the Name of Pa- 
triots for one and the {elf ſame Reaſon; Mr. 
I —le in the laſt Parliament of Queen Fuze was 
as ſtrenuous in detecting Ftauds and purſuing 
Plunderers as he hath been ſinoe guiltily induſtri- 
ous in encouraging and Screening them: Mr. 
P—y who at that Time was concomitant and 


Puxſued the ſame glorious Meaſures with him, 


when. he faund that his Riſe had made him diz- 
2 and precipitated him into the very Vices he 
had condemned in others, nobly broke from him, 
and became an avow'd Enemy to the Schemes, 
tho* not the Perſon, of Mr. V— e. At this 
ra then we date the firſt Step towards the A- 


bolition of the two diſtinct Parties of Whig and 


Tory, 
The 


( it } 


The Generality of Whigs who hid efpous'd 
Mr. #/—#s Meaſures from an Opinion that he 
intended nothing but the good of his Country 
when they found him run counter to that all ſid- 
ed with Mr. P. to condemn his Conduct, the 
moderate Partiſans of the Tories joining in upon 
the fame Principles, the Diſtinction that was ge- 
nerally made was only of th6ſe who were ſervile- 

ly attached to the Miniſter, and who from at- 
tending at Levees and hunting Preferment in all 
Shapes were ſtiled Courtiets; and of others who 
from a ſteady Adherence to thePrinciples of the 
Revolution and a Defence of the Rights of the 
People were dignified by the Title of the Coun- 
try Party. From this Alteration it was the con- 
ftant and daily Employment of a Set of hire- 
ling Writers, whom the Miniſter had pick'd up, 
to vilify all Perſons of what Diſtinction ſoever 
they were who found Fault with his Adminiſtra- 
tion, and to repreſent them, as ſince his Remo- 
val he himſelf hath openly done, Enemies to the 
Government; but I wou'd fain aſk, whether 
from the Beginntng of the World to this Day, 
he can give one Inſtance where the landed Men, 
the money*d Men, and chief trading Men in 
all great Cities and Towns, whoſe private Prof- 
perity depends on that of the Common Wealth, 
andeavour*d to turn the People againſt a good 
| Government or were diſaffected to it themſelves? 
I remember ſome Remarks that were made at that 
Time by a certain Gentleman in anſwer to 4 
doughty Performante from the Miniſterial Qgar- 
ter; the hireling Writer breaks forth in a Sort 
of a Triumphant. Manner on the Oppoſers to 
his Maſter whom he calls indiſcriminately Tories 
in the following Manner: It has been the Me- 
* rit of the preſent Adminiſtration that they 
Es . have 
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© have kept all ſuch Perſons out of Truft and 
55 Employments — they have not participated 
* of the public R<venues, nor. grown rich by 
e the Spoily of the Government. — So, (ſays 
this Gentleman in anſwer thereto) You ſee it is a 
Point ſettled amongit the Dependents of the 
Miniſter that Perſons in Truſt and Employment 
are to grow rich by the Spoils of the Govern- 
ment, he might as well have ſaid, it is the Merit 
of thoſe by whem I am hir'd to write, that they 
have ſuffer'd none to plunder the Public but them- 
ſelves. 

"The one went hm before mentioned, to 
his intolentTriumph,ſays in another Place, It is 
far from my Thoughts to alarm myſelf or o- 
„ thers with the Apprehenſion of their Num- 
<< bers or their Projects, at preſent they are few, 
* deſpicable and ſtarving, and this for a very 
natural Reaſon that they are out of Power. 
Here, ſays he, he is at it a gain, that thoſe that 


are out of Power are to be deſpiſcable and ſtarv- 


: I will tell this Gentleman, that to be deſ- 
1 and ſtarving were never reckon'd proper 
ubjects either for Inſult or Ridicule, unleſs to 
ſuch low and baſe Minds as the Author and his 
Directors; in the next Place we can't him 
there was a Time, when thoſe out of Power 
were not deſpicable and ſtarving, nor were thoſe 
in Power ſuffer'd to grow rich by the Spoils of 
the Government; and if he wou'd give us to 
underſtand that the Caſe is otherwiſe now, 
there is as much Folly as Inſolence in the Reflec- 
tion. 
We may thank this Author's Paymaſter that 
we have no ſuch Thing as Whig or Tory at pre- 
ſent ; they have deſtroy*'d thoſe Diſtinctions by 


endeavouring to keep them op, and the Succeſs 


fo 
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of their Meaſures has been anſwerable to the 
Wiſdom of them in this as well as in every o- 
ther Inſtances; but if by Tories he means ſuch 
People as have thought it a Point of Duty and 
Honour to oppoſe ſome Friends of his, there 
are many of them People of the greateſt landed 
Eſtates in the Kingdom; and tho? I will not 
deny but things may be ſo manag'd in a Nation, 
that what with high Taxes, the Decay of Trade 
and Fall of Rents, Men of conſiderable Eſtates 
may in a few Years be much reduced in their 
Circumſtances, yet I can by no Means think it 
the Buſineſs of a Writer on that Side of the 
Queſtion to take Notice of it, unleſs he thinks 
himſelf obliged to blunder, out of a Peculiar 
Complimene to his Maſters. 

The Miniſterial Scriblers were at hi Time 
very alert, and triumph'd exceedingly upon 
ſome weak-minded unſtable Gentlemen in the 
Houſe being drawn over to vote in Behalf of 
their Patron and his Meaſures ; nay, ſo high | 
did they ſwell their Exultations that they cou'd 
not help inſulting their Fellow Fools for becom- 
ing of their Number; for ſtill ſpeaking of. the 
Gentlemen in the Oppoſition to Miniſterial In- 
fluence whom they always called Tories: Then 
have, ſays he, been abandon'd and betray*d 
* by ſuch of their Party, as the Government 
< thought fit to take off by a Penſion, or an 
_ &- inſignificant Place, without truſting them on 

*© their own Part, making them hated and deſ- 
= piled by all their former Party; — and 
in another Piece he calls them depending 
* Inſtruments, 

The Anſwer to this Part is of ſo particular 
a Nature, that I muſt beg Leave to tranſcribe it 


for you 3 van this Qbſervation, that is to me 
"ey 


Sz 


l 
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highly improbable to imagine that any Gentle- 
man who has embraced ſuch ſtrong Sentiments 
of Liberty, and always fo freely expreſs*'d them 
that it is morally impoſſible that that Man whe 
has treated falſe Patriots with the juſt Ignominy 
and Contempt they deſerve, ſhould at laſt be- 
come one Himſelf, The Anſwer runs thus 
Sure it would make any Man laugh to ſee theſe 
© Renegadoes and Deferters from their Princi- 
* ples ſo ſcurvily treated by the very People 
« whoſe Drudgery they are doing. Lord ! to 
ce what a Degree of Contempt are they fallen 
<< here we fee them ufed as common Proſtitutes 


< ſometimes are by the Rakes and Bullies of the 


* Town after they. have ſubmitted to all their 
«© Debaucheries they are abus'd and kick'd out 
of Company.” * . 
When this Author tells us ſo frankly that the 
publick Money of England is diſpoſed of in 
Penſions to bribe People from their Principles 
in order to make them depending Inftraments 
upon his Paymaſters ; I know not what to think 
of it; ſure it muſt be a Calumny upon his very 
good Friends, it is a Sentence he has thrown in 
without their Conſent or Knowledge. ' \ 

As much as theſe Gentlemen are afraid of a 


Coalition, it feems they defign*d to form a Co- 


alition themſelves z a Coalition of all thoſe who 
by their Situation may hope to be enrich*d by 
the Spails, Sc. for I think that Pamphlet is or 
at leaſt ought*to be addreſſed to none but them; 
if they cou'd have ſuppos'd that any other 
Perfon ſhould have bad a Sight of it, they 
ſhould have writ it with a little more Caution ; 
for they give us ſuch Openings to judge of their 


Practices, that I can't help applying to them 


what a witty Man of Quality ſaid of a profli- 
1 gate 


l 


( 25 2 


gate Clergyman; That tho? they have a Mul- 
5 tieude of Vices they want one more, and chat 
is Hypocriſy.“ 


* Miniſter had at that Time 2 him- 


| ſelf fo odious to the People, that all Parties and 


Pcrſuaſions united themſelves againſt him. As | 
is before obſerved, he himſelf contributed to a- 
boliſh the Names of Whig and Lory, by driv- 
ing the Nation into a neceſſary Union to with- 
ſtand his evil Practices: Thus did he inadver- 
rently affect the Coalition, which. his Oppoſert 
did 10 ſtrenuouſly argue for. 

Mr. P. whoſe Head, Hand and. Heart were 


-al ways ready 1 in their Country? 8 Service, thought 


proper to give the Publick ſome little Pieces to 
open their Eyes, and ſerve as an Antidote to the 
miniſterial Poiſon, which was ſpread. gratis all 
over Town and Country by. Poſtmaſters, Ex- 
ciſemen, Sc. What Succeſs he had in this At- 
tempt, the whole Nation knows, and is behol- 
den to him for. The avowed Deſign of all 
thoſe Pieces it is well koown was to eſtabliſh 
monarchical Liberty, and reſtore our Conſtitu- 


tion on the Principles of the Revolution, but as 


the various Operations thereof are much better 


expreſſed by the ingenious Author of the Diſ- 


&rtation upon Parties, than I am capable of 


doing it, 1 hope you will Fon my giving you 
his Declaration upon that Head iu his Dedica- 


tion of that 228 to Sis R. . which is thus: 


I proceed to obſerve that you are in the right 
moſt certainly to retort by yourſelf or others in 
the beſt and ſmarteſt Manner that you, or they 
can, whatever the Writings publiſhed in the 
Graftſman may contain, which. you judge to be 


| Injurious to yourſelf or reflecting on your 


— The Public will judge upon the. 


; whole 
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. Matter; the Laughers will be for thoſe 
who have moſt Wit, and the ſerious Part of 
Mankind for thoſe who have moſt Reaſon on 


their Side. Again, as to Affairs of Peace or 
War, - public Occurrences, domeſtic Manage- 
ment, foreign Negotiations; in ſhort, the News 


of the Day, and the current Buſineſs of the 


Time: weekly and daily Papers, or more ela- 


borate and anniverſary Treatiſes, are properly 
employ'd to explain in your own Fayour the 
Series of your Conduct; to refute Caleb; or 
which is ſtill more eaſy, and by ſome thought 
as uſeful, to keep up the Cavil on one Point, 
*till a new one is ſtarted that draws off the At- 
rention of 'rhe World. All this may be called 
fair War; and whoever prevails in the Judg- 
ment of the Publick ; the Publick will reap 
Information from the Conteſt, and will have 
Reaſon to be pleaſed with theſe Appeals, which 
preſent an Image of the Cuſtom: that obrain'd in 
the antient Commonwealth of Greece, and at 
Rome, where the greateſt Intereſts of the State 


were debated, and the greateſt Men in thoſe Go- 


vernments were accuſed and defended, in pub- 
lic Harangues and before the whole People | 
But the Writings of the Craft/man have not 
been confin*d'to thoſe Subjects that are perſonal 
or temporary. The Cauſe of the Britiſ Con- 
ſtitution hath been pleaded in the whole Courſe 
of thoſe Papers; every Danger to it pointed 
out; every Security or Improvement of it ex- 
plain'd and preſs'd. I ſaid that the Cauſe of 


our Conſtitution hath been pleaded; for the 


Conſtitution hath been attack'd, openly, inſo- 
lently attack'd, and is ſo every Day by thoſe 
againſt whom the Craftſman ſo often employ'd 


bis Pen. Who cou'd have expected at this 


Time, 


(17) 

Time, and under the preſent Eſtabliſhment, to 
hear the Neceſſity of maintaining Standing Ar- 
mies, in Times of Peace, even againſt *the + 
People of Britain, who maintain them, contend- 
ed for and aſſerted ? - Who could have expected 
+ to hear a Dependancy, a corrupt Dependancy * 
of the Parliament on the Crown, cont-nded for 
and aſſerted to be a neceſſary Expedient to ſup- 
ply a want of Power which is falſely ſuppoſed 
in the Crown; as if our Fathers had oppoſed, - 
and at length deſtroyed that Chimera called 
P-erogative, formerly ſo dangerous to our Li- 
berties, for no other Reaſon but to furniſh Ar- 
guments for letting looſe upon us another Mon- 
ſter more dangerous to our Liberties by far? 
Who could have expected that Attempts to re- 
vive the Doctrines of old Wiggiſm, and the 
Principles and Spirit of the Revolution in Op- 
polition to ſuch manifeſt Contradictions of them 
all, would give any Umbarge, or cauſe any 
Alarm amongſt Men, who ſtill affect to call 
themſelves Whigs, and pretend | Zeal for a 
Government that is founded on the Revolution, 
and could not be eſtabliſhed without it? This 
could not have been expected, I think, and yet 
ſo it is. | n 

Thus much may ſuffice to prove, that, tho? 
Mr. P. and Sir R. V. were both Whigs, and 
ſet out together upon the ſame Principles, yet 
when Sir R. V. thought proper to deviate 
therefrom, Mr. P. left him, nor did he herd 
with Tories (as had been ſaid) merely thro? 
Oppoſition, or a diſſatisfied Ambition. 

But the Tories perceiving that he had the 
true Intereſt of his Country at Heart, came into 
his Meaſures thro? a general ſenſe of the com- 
mon Danger. Here then was your true Coali- 
* Ee tion; 
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glad to contribute to his M- 
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tion, all Men of all Parties agreed that the 
Nation was forcly aggrieved under the Admi- 
niſtration of Sir R. V. and ſacrificing all other 


Reſentments, their only Aim was to carry 


Truth to the 1 —ne and diſplace him. And 
this only Good, as I know of, hath he done to 
us, that his continued ill Conduct hath. united 
all our jarring Intereſts in one, 

I have dwelt the longer upon this Head, to 


obviatea Doubt you raiſe of the Stability of our 


Patriots, from an Infinuation dropt by the grand 
Deceiver in his own fulſome Vindication, where 


he ſays he hath thrown himſelf into the Hands 
of — Whigs, from whom he expects the ut- 


moſt Moderation That they ſtept into the 
Breach to protect him, which you ſay ſeems to 
imply, that he is ſure of ſome of the Leaders of 
the Oppoſition, and thence ground your Ap- 
prehenſions of the falling off of the worthy 
Gentleman who is the Subject of this; but we 
have no reaſon to be dill . hitherto, there- 
fore, tho? it is good to be upon our Guard, let 
us not form unto ourſel ves far fancied Ils, and 
Dangers out of reach. | 

No, Sir, his Behaviour hath been ſteady And 
unbiaſs'd, and all his Actions of the ſame Tenor 
with his Profeſtions of Sincerity for Years,paſt— 


Upon the change in the Miniſtry, which was 


chiefly, if not wholly owing to his Integrity 
and Aſſiduity, it is well known that he would 
not accept of any Place of Profit, tho* we are 
eredibly informed that he had the Refuſal of 


ſeveral. His Anſwer, I have been told, was 


to tlie following Effect, That he ſhould be 
—ys eaſy Go- 


+ yernment, and the Good of his Subjects, by 
+ aiding and aſſiſting in his Councils to the ut- 
moſt 
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: =; maſt of his Power, but as he never had any 
„Ambition to be meanly gratified with lucra- 
tive Poſts he begg'd Leave to he excuſed 
from accepting any.“ And yer after all for 
ane Step which is not exactly pleaſing to the 
Multitude, this uncontaminated Virtue ' ſhall be 
call'd in Queſtion, and the Man, the juſt, * 
| honeſt Man arraign'd without knowing 
Motives or Reaſons for ſo doin 3d, is a in 
Pique and Malice, which the 0 met 
_ ferting falling Party would magnify 2500 a 
Crime, in order to draw your Attention from 
the great Culprit, by raiſing in you a Miſtruſt 
of your Defenders: At the very firſt Opening 
of the glorious Srene, they were buſy ee fol. the 
fame Head, upon which it was remark 
lows, which i is a ſtrong Caveat” a ainſt any a 
their pernicious Dodtrines that had you gf 2 
5 of i ee attended thereto as they 
have done, there would have been no 
S0 at preſent't to endeavour to remove the 
Plſtruſt, which then you had never entertain'd, 
upon ſuch idle Whiſpers then- ſpread, abroad, it 
h was ſaid; © 
Tue Report that hath of late been induſtri- 
ouſly ſpread thro? Town and Country, as if the 
Perſon to whom all the Grievances of the Nati- 
on are owing, as well as all his Coadjutors were 
to be ſcreen*d by thoſe, Who to the Nation's 
Joy have got the better of him muſt come from 
the Father of Lies, the Corrupepr giipeal, 
For any Gentleman or Set of Gentlemen to 
engage to ſtand betwixt Public Juſtice, and an 
Man who muſt, who certainly will be purfu'd by 
the Vengeance of three Nations, is a Thing that 
ſurpaſſes all Belief, it is a Thing impoſſible to 
be — and whoever ſhout undertake it 
| C 2 on 


— . 
—— Or — 


CI IN 
— 
— 


——6—üm CET En N 


——— 


* — — —— PR ms coo 


= — K 
—— —— — 
——— 
— — OW TOS 


— 


rt * * 
my 
— 


4 Per <2 | SUE 
— — 2322 555 


8 
— 


— — II > IM res 
2 2 — — — 


r 


e | 
r . = as 
— . — NAA ———— S8 N 
* . _ — - — — — — _ — — - -- — - — 
— - 


_ 


+ / "a 


—— —— 


a — Agee 
— —_ * pwn peg w 3 ——ů — 
. —— —— 


1 — 
TA - 
, EP ä by 


* — — „ how 
3 — ge oe - — Pay 4 
r q=—ooee- wo wneen 
r r 
. — — . _—_—_— — 
2 2 R 4 
+ * — 9220 . 
* .* 
* £4 I 


$4 


of the Caſes. 

Man, that work'd himſelf into Employment; by 
an infamous Bargain for protecting public Rob- 
bers, but it was a Man that could never get in 
by any other, Means; it was a Man that had 
been convicted of a mean Corruption in à lo 


to loſe. 
ſingle Tranſaction. 


(20) 


may be ruin'd by it dle Thoſe that argue 
that ſuch à Thing may be undertaken, becauſe 
| ſomething like it hath been done before, do not 
diſtinguiſh . betwixt the different Circumſtances 
It is, allow*d there was once a 


Office, and of Conſequence had no Reputation 
The Affair in Queſtion was but one 
The Perſons who at that 
Time, had a great Influence in the public Coun- 


ils, and Who had other Reaſons for bringing 


this Man in, had not Ld any great Fortune Dk. 


by the Iniquity. 


T0 xa the Matter a little more clearly, 
the Mini. 


pernicious Conſequences, and the Nation be- 


ry promoted a Project which, had moſt 


came extremely out of Humour with them, when 


they found they had loſt their Reputations: 


They then thought him fit for their Company, 
and not before; they took him in upon very 
Scandalous Conditions; ke accepts theſe Condi- 


tions with Joy, he was not frighten'd at the In- 


famy he muſt incur by the Part he was going to 
act. 


The Perſons then in Buſineſs thought it pru- 
dent to retire for a while behind the Curtain, 


till the People's Reſentment ſhou*d abare; and 


altho? this Man drew the Publick Odium from 


them upon himſelf, yet they were ſoon afham'd 
of his Company, and reſolv'd in a very little 


Time to give him his Conge; their ſudden 
Deaths prevented. their doing.that good Turn to 


the Publick ; : To the Misfortune of the Nation 
he 
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; he {Kill ſtood his Ground, and hath maintain'd 
it ever ſince by Practices juſt as honourable as 
thoſe by which it was then acquir .. 
The Circumſtances of thoſe who are now. af- 
pers'd, as if they deſign'd to Skreen are very 
different from thoſe of the Perſon before men- 
tioned. They are many in Number, they are 
the Favourites of the People, they have already 
gain'd immortal Honour by a long, well - con- 
ducted, ſteady Oppoſion: Their Virtue hath 
been tried; Titles and great Employments cou'd 
not move them. — Can any one imagine that 
they will change all on a Sudden? Will thoſe 
that have ſtood Proof againſt Corruption them- 
ſelves protect it in other Men? Will they wan- 
tonly caſt away what all the Silver of Peru, and 
Gold of Mexico is not able to purchaſe, I mean 
their Honour ? Will thoſe who by perſevering 
in an Oppofition that hath been attended wit 
the Labours of Hercules, and who have at laſt 
work*d-things up to their preſent happy Situati- 
on, deſtroy their own Work? Will thoſe that 
have kept their Honour untainted, adopt other 
Mens Crimes and take upon them the Infamy of 
what they never acted in, or ſo much as adviſed; 
nay, which they openly condemn'd?, — The 
thing is not credible. 
Thus much are we to gather, Sir, from the 
paſt Conduct of our Patriot what we are to ex- 
pect for the future; and if he fails us, Sir, 
(which from the good Opinion I have entertaind 
of him I cannot think poſſible) I will ſubſeribe 
to your Opinion, and asa very Timon, renounce - 
all Commerce with Mankind, and acknowledge 
that there is no ſuch things, as Honour, Truſt 
or Sincerity amongſt Mankind ;— but, I hope, 
I ſhall have no Occaſion, There 1 is indeed a cur- 
6 rent 
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rent Report that de is to be created Zarl, of Bath, 
whether true or not I cannot determine; and all 
I ſhall fay to the Matter is, that Regal Honours 
„ fowr'd ar on Subjects for good and worthy 
1 i Actions is the greateſt Earthly Happineſs Man- 
„ kind can know, the 'confeious Pride of Virtue 
1 ennobles the Royal Gift; But if this is meant 
| odr accepted as a Gemgaw to. prevent further no- 
. tional Services, or beſtow*d 2. Counterpart to a 
1198 late Earl* it will fix ſuch a Leproſy apon' the 
4 Poffefor, ſuch an indelible Stain upon Honour 
1 and Virtue that all the Salutary Waters of the 
| [3 Place from whence the Title is, deriv'd can never 
1 | | heal, or waſh out the Tgnominy, 
"Yet let us not not too raſhly cenſure. — We 
10 may he miſtaken in Appearances as you are, when 
3003 you aſk; if this Gentleman harh that Regard 
ea his Country which he hath always profeſt why 
did he not endeavour to be one of the Secret 
Committee? His "Abilities, and Skill ih "the 
hidden Arcana'of State, as well as the Dien 
he hath ufed to trace the Cotruptor thro?” moſt 
of his former oblique Mazes and Windings, 
muſt not only have animated the others, hut Ten 
of conſiderable Serviees in detecting the more 
hidden Miſchiefs which he only 8 Power 
and Authority to unravel. * Now. that Power is 
given and that Authority, delegated into proper 
nds, why doth he fly off who has ſet other 
to work, doubtleſs had. he given the leaſt Inti- 
mation that he defired' be to one, he wau'd have 
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1 had a Majority, of Ballets before ſeveral that are 
1 now in? 
10 Tour Queſtion here, Sir, "fams"to be put 
1 | with great Force of Reaſon, and may ſtartle 
1 thoſe who are unacquainted with the true Cauſe; 
_ |" T allow, Sir, it is almoft out of * that if 


this 
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fore to avoid Cenſu 


„ 

this Gentleman had exprefs'd a Deſire to be om 
of the Twenty-one ; that the Ballot for him 
would have equall'd, if not exceeded any of the 
others z but, Sir, he hath often aſſigned what, 
I think is a very ſufficient Reaſon. for net deſi- 
ring to be one, viz. That he had once in 2 
Debate in the Houſe, which was carried to a 
great Height on both Sides, dropt an inadver- 
tent and haſky perch, that for that Cauſe (then 
diſputing) add the other Injuries done to his 
Country he would never quit Sir R. V. *till he 
had ſeen an End of him. This though ſpoke 
with the Warmth that might juſtly become a 
Senator pleading in Behalf of a plunder'd and 
ageriev*d People; might be malicioully retort- 


ed upon him if Things ſhould be carried to the 


Extremity which Juſtice ſeems to require, there · 
and give the Delinquent 
Room for a fair and impartial Acquittance or 
Impeachment, he deelined being one of the In- 


quirers into his Conduct: And is he to be bla- 


med in this? Is it not humane, brave and no- 
ble? *Tis a hard Caſe that a Gentleman who 
takes ſo much Care to guard againſt giving 
Offence, ſhould be liable to Miſconſtructions 
and Invectives for ſuch Care. Te © 
After thus far endeavouring to vindicate our 
true Patriot from the Surmiſes and Miſappre- 
henſions which you and many well- meaning de- 
ceived Perſons may have entertained of him, 1 
am prepared to anſwer your Objections to his 
Voting againſt the Repeal of the Septennial AF. 
All that we know ͤof it from the Votes of the 


Houſe is, That on Medueſday the 31ſt of March 


laſt, the Members being appriz'd that ſuch a 
Motion was to be made, ordered, that the Ser- 
jeant at Arms attending the Houſe ſhould go 
| with 
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(24) | 
with his Mace into W-Rminſter-Hall, the chu 


of Requeſts, and the Places adjacent, and ſum- 


mon the Members there to attend the Service 


of the Houſe; who being returned, the Houſe 


was moved, ' that an Act made in the Firſt 


| Year of the + Reign of His late Majeſty © King 


George I. intituled an AR for enlarging the 
Time of Continuance of Parliaments appointed 
by an Act made in the ſixth Year pf the Reign 
of King William and Queen Nan , intitled, an 
Act for the frequent meeting and calling of Par- 
liaments, might be read; and the fame being 
read accordingly, : another Motion was made, 
and the Q eſtion being put, Whether leave be 
given to bring in a Bill co repeal an Act made 
ih the firſt Year of the Reign of his late Ma- 


| jeſty King George I. intitled an Act for enlarg- 


ng the Time of Continuance of Parliaments, 


appoitited) by an Act made in the ſixch Year of 


the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, 
intituled, an Act for the frequent meeting and 


calling' of Parliaments.—it paſſed in the Nega- 


Before the Revatkithbn Parkubents 2000 held 
in the utmoſt Con fuſion and. Irregularity, they 
were called, diſſolved, or prorogued as beſt 
ſuited tlie arbitrary Inclinations of the Monarch, 
ſtirred up by the Perſuaſions of his Creatures and 
Sycophants, ſometimes they were elected every 
Year, at others they fate for ſeveral Years toge- 
ther; but ſoon after that happy Change which 


5 eftabliſhed- our Liberties and Conftitution, the 


Care of Parliaments came under a proper En- 
quiry, and was fixed to be called anew every 
three Years. This Monarch, who was engaged 
in à dangerous and expenſive War, to preſerve 
=_ Balance of Power! a Liberties of Europe, 
1.507 found 


5 | EE N 
found: great Inconvenience in the frequent re- 


newing his Parliaments; and the vehement 
Struggles that were occaſioned throughout Eng- 


land thereby; it is well known how mich his 
glorious Schemes were embarraſſed by theſe 


Means, nor had he in all probability left the 


War unconcluded to his Sucerſſor, had it not 
been for this; one Septennial Parliament would 
in all human Judgment have fixt the unvariable 
Balance of Europe's Freedom: But for want of 
this his Expeditions and Supplies were retarded, 
his Forces unpaid, and his extenſive Views 
abroad balked by private Feuds, and ' ſelfiſh 
Quarrels at home. His late Majeſty coming 
to the Throne in a Time of Peace, ' it was 
thought proper to aboliſh the triennial Parlia- 
ment, which had occaſioned ſo much Confuſion, 
and enlarge it to. the Time it now is. This 
Method hath been held unalterably ever ſince, 
and ſure to change ic now. would be the ae 


Piece of Folly and Stupidity in the World ; we 
are already engaged in one War with Spain, and 
very likely may in another with France; which 
if we ſhould, it is hardly to be imagined that it 
will be concluded in two Years, no juſt about 


that Time we may be in the hight of Confuſion 


and involy'd to what in all Appearance without 
the manifeſt Interpoſition of Providence mult be 
a bloody and for. ſome time laſting War, and 
juſt at that Criſis to be at civil Piſſention and 
Feuds amongſt ourſclves about chuſing new Re- 
preſentatives, to what a Plunge mult it drive 
us, the preſent Parliament ſeems inclinable to 
aſſiſt the diſtrefs'd Queen of Hungary, and to 


maintain the ballance of Zurope, but ſhou'd ano- 


ther of a contrary Temper be elected two Years 
hence, ; word it not expoſe both his Myeſty's 
e | 'D*- . 
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Government and the wel fake of his People to fo- 


reign Invaſions,cou'd he be able to carry the juſt 
War we are at preſent. engaged in:if without 
proper Aſſiſtance and Supplies: from his Parlia- 
ment; and how are thoſe Supplies to be g 
ted, if the Seſſions probably moſt buſineſs ſhall 

be required to be done ſhall be ſpent in Alterca- 


tions on hearing Petitions for undue Elections; 


this wou'd be the Effect of changing the pre- 
ſent Parliament for a triennial One, much worſe. 


wou'd it be if. it were reduced *( according to the 


chimærical Notions and Deſires of ſome) to an 


annual one, the Nie Diſadvantages wou' d be 


trebled, and we ſhou'd run into a. Gulph of 
Deſſ ruction with out Eyes open. 

No let us wait the Event of what our glorious | 
Deliverers are deſigning for us, we have no Rea 
ton to mifagubt them, hitherto they have done 
as much as the Time wou'd' allow, and our ut- 
moſt Wiſhes and Deſires; if after this Parlia- 
ment Heaven ſhou'd - b'eſs us: with Peace and 
Tranquillity it will then be time enough to ſollit 
cit a Change. from the Septennial t to the: Trien: 
nia; but ſurely any Man in his moderate Senſrs 
muſt allow if he wou'd*calinly..conſider, -thar 
this is the moſt improper Time in the World 
all the Nations of Earope are now at War, or 
upon the Point of engaging: in one ; our own 
Nation not only involveq. in one but the Myftez 
rious Scerets of twenty Years: bad adminiſtrati. 
on to unravel and render voud, ſome alliances to 
be recover'd that ha't quite .. deſerted us, and o- 
thers to be conſirmꝰ d that ere upon the Point 
of ſo doing -— Theſe] gate ſay and much ſtron- 
ger motives than Tam able to produce engaged 


Mr, P to vote ait. the Repenl; the ſame _ 


Love his King and n which hath all 
Wo Eng. along 


4 „% ** 4 
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along actuated him, and not a narrow Selfiſh 
Dependance or Ser vile Complacence to the will 
of any one. | „ 

In this then, I think he till Shines the true 


Patriot and much more ſo, than any Gentleman _. - 


who valuing himſelf upon the Pride of nobe 
Blood, and hurried away by an impetuous 
Warmth of Temper becauſe every thing he de- 
manded was not done the moment required. 
Such extravagant Flights of Heroiſm may take 
with the Vulgar who are governed by the ſame. 
unruly Diſpolition, but to men of a Sedate way 
of Reaſoning they ſeem little better than Starts 
of Madneſs. The angry Man may fret and fume . 
becauſe his eager wiſhes are not immediately an- 
ſwer'd, *till he overthrows the very means he 


took to accompliſh them; but the; wiſe Man 


walks an eaſy Sober Pace and purſues the great 


End of his Deſigns calm and untuffled thro? al!“ 
Dangers, by mildneſs and ſteadineſs removing 
all obſtacles. Let us Conſider that Juſtice too 


raſhly precipitated will by ſome be deemꝰd cruęl - 
ty, not that I am for encouraging a Miſtaken 
Clemency. | 

To-conclude Sir, may Heaven continue Har- 
mony among the worthy Gentlemen who have 
ſo long and ſo ardently ſtruggled for us, nor let 
us quarrel with our beſt Friends, thoſe who are 
capable of effecting the great Work they have 
undertaken. Let us learn to prefer che Conſtant 
and Steady to the waſpiſh or 5 dolent, to revere 


thoſe who ſtand by us in our utmoſt neceſſity, and 
to deſpiſe thoſe who baſely deſert us at ſuch a 
Criſis, remembring this old Maxim that to lye 
ſtill in time of Danger, is Calmneſs of Mind 


not Magnanimity; when to think well, is only 8 
$0 dream well. 


FINDS. 
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